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CHAPTER I 
THE PURPOSE, SCOPE, AND j\lffi 'rHOD OF THE STUDY 
Need for Improving the Personal Interview 
Necessity for improving the personal interview correlated 
with purpose.-- The demand for elementary teachers has risen 
sharply and according to statistics will continue this upward 
trend for at least ten years. With many inadequately trained 
personnel entering the field of education, the problem of 
selecting the ri ght teacher for the right position also 
increases. The administrators in the Newton Public Sc hools 
are not satisfied with the present me t hods used in teacher 
selection. The formal atmosphere and the reliance on the 
question-and-ans\ver method have caused many potentially g ood 
te a che rs to be overlooke d. The NevJton Public Schools thought 
it de sirable to "personalize" the per sonal interview, that is 
make the applicant more at ease. This, in turn, s hould release 
to t he i ntervi e\-Ter valuable backgrm.md and subj ect matter 
information. Wi th this object in mind it was t hought t hat if 
the applicant \..J"as confronted with teaching situations in those 
areas with \-rhich she vJas ac§,uainted, it might be easier to 
conduct a conversation. To take each applicant to visit all 
the schools to obtain their reaction would be too time con-
suming . Therefore, Kodachrome slides were tak en of teaching 
situations throughout the city of Newton to be presented to 
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the applicant during the personal interview. This in no way 
eliminates the verbal personal interview technique or any of 
the s election steps leading to the personal interview. It 
should be pointed out that this is not a test in its present 
form, but further developments and refinements could well 
le ad to a standardized measuring instrument. Many appl icants 
over the y ears have voiced sharp criticism of the personal 
i nterview and the entire method of teacher selection. This 
criticism has justification because too often the ques tions 
presented to the applicant are vague and g eneral. The appli-
cant caught in this dilemma often returns a vague and general 
ansv1er which is credited against him or her. Therefore, to 
elimin2:te this false judgment, improvements in the present 
methods of teacher selection should be g iven further attention. 
St udy comprising one h~mdred and fifty teachers.-- The 
scope of this study was to obtain teachers' reactions to 
tHent y-f ive kodachrome slides of teaching situations. Seventy-
five of these teachers had experience and seventy-five we~e 
seniors who had completed practice teaching in one of three 
teach ers' training colleges. This study will point out the 
desirability of i mproving the per.sonal interview and 
developing a comprehensive check l ist and manual to accompany 
this instrument. 
There are certain limitations to the scope of this survey . 
In the twenty -five slides used it was not possible to give an 
extensive coverag e of the entire elementary curriculum. Since 
t h is study pertained to a local situation it cannot be held 
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val i d at this time for every geographic region. Another 
purpose of this study is to make available for' other research 
studies the possibility for further refining and adapting this 
method for their school systems. This study will also enable 
university officials to see one trend in teacher selection and 
thus offer help needed by students to meet this f iner screening 
of teachers. 
:Nethod of the Study 
Teaching situations set up to be photographed.- - F ifty 
teachin g situations were broken down into three areas (1) Those 
pertaining to classroom mana2ement, (2) Administration, 
(3) Subject matter. These were further divj_ded into : primary, 
kinderg arten throv_gh third grade; and intermediate' fourth 
th~ough sixth grade. 
It was found inadvisable to 1rJait for the exact s i t uation 
to arise in the various classrooms to be photographe d . A 
detailed scrip t including the points to be covered in each 
1/ 
slide was set down- and six elementary schools were selected 
to enact the scenes. Fifty slides were taken and these were 
screened dovm to the twenty-five best scenes. 
Consi derable thought was g iven to the content of each 
slide. Deliberate errors were placed in some scenes. Others 
were based on controversial issues that would lead the a ppli-
cant to express his own attitudes. Many slides were fe lt to 
be correct according to the Newton schools' criteria bu t proved 
questionable when presented to sct1ools with different philosophies. 
,!/ See Appendix 
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The range of focus of a t hir t y -five mi llimeter candid 
camera is ex tremely limited inside a classroom. The small 
.area covered does not always present the entire classroom 
picture . Host scenes were limited to small group activities 
that would present the clearest idea of the activity. Koda-
chrorne film was used because of its ability to capture the 
thir d dimensi onal effect. Black and white prints enlarge d 
to the size of this page were tried in the early stages of 
this study. Color film was later substituted because of its 
better quality of reproduction. 
Letters were sent out to teacher-training institutions 
requesting permission to present the slides to their students 
1-1 
i-Iho had completed practice teaching. The enthusiasm shown 
by school ad..rninistrators, teachers and students throughout 
the deve lopment of this pr o ject wa s gratifying. 
y' 
An inquiry form was drawn up. This form permitted the 
showing of the slides to an entire class of practice teach ers. 
Their questions and responses Here written on the form. A 
pag e was allotted to each slide. The students were asked to 
classify each slide as: (l) des irable if in accordance with 
g ood teaching practices; (2) lmdesirable if not in accordance 
with eood teaching practices; (3) uncertain if the situation 
could not be adequately judged. For each slide they were 
ask ed to explain either hoH they mi ght improve the situation 
y See Appendix . 
y ~ee Appendix. 
or what learning s were taking place. The forms were collected 
and the data tabulated. 
The seventy-five experienced teachers that commented on 
the slides were interviewed in s maller groups ransing from 
one to ten. Their remarks were tabulated on three-by-five-
inch cards or check lists by a secretary. The results are 
presented in the tables below. The machine used to show the 
two-by-two-inch slides was the S.V.E. Tri-purpose projector 
with a 200 watt lfu~p. A glass bead screen was used. It was 
l ater found in the actual interview; that the Kodak desk y 
model enlarger was the most compact and easiest to operate 
since it does not require a darkened room for best results. 
1/ See Appendix. 
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CHAPTER II 
DATA OF THE SURVE~ 
Table 1. Experienced Teachers' Responses to Twenty-five 
Teaching Situations 
Teacher Res:12onse 
Desir- Undesir- Uncer- No Re-
Slide Title able able tain sponse 
{ 1} {2} {3} { !;h} { ~ ~ 
Doctor's Daily Inspection •• 74 1 0 0 
Kdn. Builds Train ••••.••. 70 0 4 1 a 
Kd.n. Takes a Field Trip •••• 68 4 3 0 
Gr. II Reading Group •.••.•• 71 3 1 0 
Creative Art on the Floor •• 56 5 11 0 
Principal, Teacher, Parent, 
Pupil Conference •••.••••••• 68 6 1 0 
Library Corner in Classroom73 0 1 1 
Teaching Number Concepts ••• 60 4 10 1 
School Library Room ••••.••• 53 1 10 1 
School Drive for Needy ••••• 68 5 2 0 
Voting for Class Officers •• 70 0 4 1 
Art Interpretation of the 
Fiusic Classics •••• _ ••.••••• • 53 1 21 0 
Dipping Bayberry Candles •.• 21 11 40 3 
Home Ro om Unsupervised ••••• 0 73 
" 
1 1 
Pen.rnanship Lesson •••••••••• 2 69 4 0 
Science B' ield Trip Gr. IV •• 73 1 0 1 
Christmas Choral Group ••••• 26 7 -L~2 0 
Poor Se ating Arrangement ••• 2 73 0 0 
Administering Standardized 
Tests •...... ~t••••••••••••••71 0 3 1 
Gym Period Gr. v ••••••••••• 4 59 10 2 
Use of Audio Visual Equip •• 64 6 ~- 1 
Use of Narionettes in Gr.VI69 0 5 1 
Home Hechanics Gr. VI •••••• 72 1 2 0 
Pupil Report and Project ••• 69 3 3 0 
Handcrafts Gr. VI ••••••.••• 71 2 1 1 
-6-
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Table 2. Inexperienced 'reachers 1 Responses to 'l'wenty-fi ve 
Teaching Situations 
Slide 'ri tle 
( 1) 
Desir-
able 
(2) 
Doctor's Daily Inspection •• 68 
Kdn. Builds a Train •••••••• 61 
Klli~. Takes a Field Trip •••• 71 
Gr. II Reading Group ••••••• 69 
Creat ive Art on the Floor •• 5 9 
Principal, Teacher, Parent, 
Pup il Conf erence ••••••••.•• 50 
Library Corner in Classroom70 
Teaching Number Concepts ••• L~.9 
School Library ••••••••••••• ?~­
Sch ool Drive f or Needy •••.• 36 
Voting for Class Officers •• 68 
Art Interpretation of the 
Music Classics •••••••••••• 40 
Dippin g Bayberry Candles ••• 14 
Home Room Unsupervised ••••• 2 
Penmanship Lesson •••••••••• 14 
Sc ience Field Trip Gr. IV •• 72 
Chri stmas Choral Group ••••• ll 
Poor Seating Arr angement ••• 3 
Administering Standardize d 
Test s •.... a •tt••••• •••••• ••• 68 
Gym Period. (;..:.... V ••••••••••• 23 
use of A dio Visual Equip •• 46 
Us e of ~arionettes in Gr.VI70 
Home Mechanics Gr . VI •••.•• 63 
Pupil Report and Project ••• l.tO 
Hand craf ts Gr . VI ••.••••••• 68 
Teacher Response 
Undesir- Uncer- No Re-
able tain s ponse 
(3) 
2 
3 
0 
4 
6 
11 
0 
23 
0 
2~-
2 
0 
15 
39 
0 
3 8 
5 
4 
17 
25 
2 
2 
3 
2 
2 
9 
10 
3 
3 
0 
14 
5 
25 
3 
6 
3 
1 
45 
33 
6 
9 
20 
1 
3 
4 
3 
( 5) 
1 
3 
2 
0 
1 
~-
2 
0 
1 
1 
0 
4 
0 
3 
0 
3 
4 
0 
1 
5 
4 
0 
2 
6 
2 
8 
Ta b l e 3. Selected Comments of' the Experienced Te a che rs 
Slide Title 
Doctor's Daily Inspection 
Kdn. Builds a Train 
Kdn . Takes a Field Trip 
Gr. II Reading Group 
Creative Art on the Floor 
Comments 
Desirable - Bxcellent practice to 
have the children check ed a fte r ~n 
illness by the doctor bef'ore r eturn-
ing to class Phy sical health of a 
child is one of' the most impor t ant 
phases. Teachers should be Rt·Jare 
of' the ef'fects it has on the child's 
learni n g . Periodic phy sical check -
ups are a must in a good school. 
Desirable - Excellent chance f or the 
child ·ro-use his imag ination, also 
experience in work ing tog ether as 
they constructed it. Larg e blo ck s 
excellent media f'or this a g e g rou p . 
Experience is meaningful. Th e y are 
living vJhat they are lear ning . 
Desirable - If the ch ildr en are from 
the city, actual experience make s a 
vivid impression. Th is is only part 
of the learning - t h e classroom 
planning , bus trip, reading , g r ou p 
discussion following trip, stories, 
dra~ving s and home discussions all 
add to this type of activity . 
Desira ble - Good pupil leader ship , 
small group work. Very neat, s ys-
tematic set up. \rJhat is the rest 
of the class doing? Children 
learning to work toge ther to help 
each other learn. Group -vmrk is 
necessary for a well rounde d social 
background . 
Desirable - Good muscular act i vity 
and freedom. NatuPal for the a g e 
g roup. Children are not handicapped 
by a small desk. Parents might ob-
ject in some districts to having the 
children on the floor. Child wearing 
the blue checked shirt s h oul d be 
watched - he may need g lasses .. 
(continued on nex t page ) 
Table J. (continued) 
Slide Title 
School Drive for Needy 
Voting for Class Officers 
Art I nterpretation of 
the Nusic Classics 
Dipp ing Bayberry Candles 
Home Room Unsupervised 
9 
Comments 
Desirable - Children should become 
aware of the needs of others. 
Teaches cooperation on school wide 
basis. Charity drives should be 
properly screened by the principal 
since so many organizations have 
pressing needs. Children sponsored 
and organized assemblies very 
desirable. 
Desirable - Children are becoming 
aware of their responsibilities to 
their country. Good habits and 
practical skills in evidence. Pro -
jects like this require g ood organi-
zation. Pupil planning in evidence . 
Signs should be printed more clearly 
for this photograph. 
Desirable - Children are becomi ng 
aware of the fine arts and enjoy ing 
themselves. This method has been 
proven to have excellent t herapeutic 
values. 
Uncertain - Too many children Haiting 
their turns Extreme fire haz ard 
Hith newspaper and hot wax . Cord 
should not be stretched across the 
aisle. Teacher not visible to super-
vise activity. Under different 
conditions this experience could be 
desirable. 
Undesirable - Fine example of how not 
to run your room. A teacher cannot 
have chaos one minute and expect the 
children to . be ready to learn the 
next minute. hxtra time should be 
well planned and organi~ed for gl"ade 
levels. 
(cont inu ed on the next page) 
Table 3· (continued) 
Slide Title 
Principal, Teacher, 
Parent, Pupil 
Conference 
Library Corner in the 
Classroom 
Teaching Number Concepts 
School Library Room 
10 
Comments 
Desirable - Under certain conditions 
it is advisable to have teacher, 
parent, pupil and principal present 
during the conference. Many confer -
ences should not require the presence 
of the child. The child appears to 
be self-conscious i n this picture. 
Periodic conferences should be 
arranged by the teacher and not held 
just when a problem arises. Setting 
looks too stiff and formal. 
Desirable - Free time for extension 
of interests is necessary for child-
ren. Child can bring his own learn-
ing back to his classmates. It 
would be advisable to remove the 
glass doors on the bookcase and 
bring the books down to within easy 
reach. Room library suitable at all 
grade levels~ actually should be 
required a s part of teachers' room 
management. 
Desirable - Numbers made meaningful 
to the children help them realize 
the actual concept. A neat ru1d 
attractive bulletin board makes the 
child feel more secure in his sur-
ro~mdings. The trend in teaching 
seems to be swinging back to Wheat 
and his meaningful arithmetic. Much 
can be said for the child developing 
real material concepts before the 
abstract. 
Desirable - Free reading ~Dd research 
is necessary for the child. Someone 
should be there to help the child 
select hi s materials. Reading without 
supervision can be boring and unin-
teresting. Habit training can be 
established in keeping the library 
neat and orderly. A good supply is 
neces~ary if all grades are to use 
the room. 
(continued on the next pag e) 
Table J. (continued) 
Slide Title 
Penmanship Lesson 
Science Field Trip 
Gr. IV 
Christmas Choral Group 
Poor Seating Arr~ngement 
Administering Standar-
dized Tests 
Gym Period 
ll 
Comments 
Undesirable - The old "haystack and 
Pumpkins" method not desirable under 
present day standards. Children are 
too stilted and rigid. They would 
find it monotonous and tiring to hold 
this posture for an entire period. 
Seating arrangement is rather unusual. 
Desirable - Exploring pond life instead 
of just reading about it. Hany extra 
learning s are outcomes of science 
trips. Groups should be well or-
ganized. Classroom planrdng before 
trip is permitted. Teach er and pu p il 
eval uation necessary. 
Desirable - This activity could have 
its problem in some school districts. 
The choice of costumes for the boys 
isn't perhaps in the best of taste. 
Choral groups are excellent, however, 
for chi ldren to participate in. 
Undesirable - 'l1he sun is in the 
children's ey es. Since the desks 
are movable there is little excuse 
for the furniture to be facing the 
window. The teacher is not observing 
her pupils c losely because their 
posture and facial expressions indi-
cate discomfort. 
Desirable - Standardized tests are a 
vital part of the educational program. 
There should be an all school testing 
program as well as classroom achieve-
ment tests. 
Unde s irable - Teacher is not dressed 
for gym activities. Li ghting is poor. 
It is not advisable to have boys and 
g irls together at this a g e group for 
(concluded on next page) 
Table J. (concluded) 
Slide Title 
Gym Period 
Use of Audio Visual 
Equipment 
Use of Marionettes in 
Gr. VI 
Ho~e Mechanics Gr. VI 
Pupil Report and Project 
Handcrafts Gr. VI 
1.2. 
Co:m...ments 
----------------------------
sports. Poor health practice to 
play in the clothes worn in class-
room. Teacher does not have con-
trol of entire class, boy s inatten-
tive in background. 
Desirable - Children operating 
machine must be thoroughly trained. 
The use of the tape recorder with 
the film strip machine is excellent. 
Pictures must be tied up with the 
subject matter with a proper intro-
duction and evaluation at endv 
Desirable - Excellent media for 
children to work out and dramatize 
their social studies. Often times 
it helps children with oral reports 
if they can learn to talk while 
hidden behind a stage mru~ipulating 
puppet. 
Des i rable - Pupils become alvare of 
simple home machines and their r e-
pair . Arithmetic takes on meaning 
when they compute their electric 
bill from reading an electric meter . 
Desirable - Outside projects with the 
pupil reporting to the clas s excell-
ent. Small grou.ps and committee can 
cover more ground than the class as 
a whole . Oral reports build confi-
dence in pupils. 
Desirable - Children learn how to use 
simple tools. Learn to s hare and 
work together as a group. They are 
able to use different media to express 
themselves as they find they can 
create something useful. Learn to 
use their leisure time profitably. 
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Table 4· Selected Comments of the Inexperienced Teachers 
Slide Title 
Doctor's Daily Inspection 
Kdn. Builds a Train 
Ken . Takes a Field Trip 
Comments 
Desirable - Health is a vital part of 
a child's education. Periodic health 
check-ups should take place in every 
school. The teacher should keep an 
eye open for any irregularities in 
the child. Parents should be called 
in during the child's exam. 
Desirable - Permits experimental 
teaching. The child can work with 
his hands and it g ives him an oppor-
tunity to participate in group 
activity. Teacher should check the 
construction before so many children 
are permitted inside. 
Desirable - Children are learning 
through contact with the actual 
situation. Field trip method of 
study makes a more lasting impres-
sion on students minds. Trip needs 
careful planning and parents' 
permission. 
Gr. II Reading Group Desirable - The children are helping 
each other. The teacher is on hand 
if needed. Small compact group. The 
remainder of the class must be pro-
vided for during this activity. Per-
mits the child to take the initiative. 
The writing seems quite small for 
this a ge group . 
Creative Ar t on the Floor Desirable - Self-expression to a cer-
tain degree is an essential part of 
a child 's life. One boy has his 
head too close to his work, perhaps 
his eyes bother him. The floors 
would need cleaning regularly. The 
children have plenty of space to move 
freely and are not bound by a small 
desk. Si mulates home conditions. 
(continued on the next page) 
Table 4· (continued) 
Slide Title 
Principal, Teacher, 
Parent, Pupil 
Conference 
Library Corner i n the 
Classroom 
Teaching Number Concepts 
School Library Room 
School Drive for Needy 
Comments 
Desirable - In most cases such a 
meeting is highly desirable but 
arrangements should be made to have 
the consultation under more r•elaxing 
conditions. The teacher should know 
all her pupils' parents is p ossible. 
Neetings such as these cement 1-:letter 
school relationships. 
Desirable - Permits small group ac-
tivity. The children are permitted 
to select the books t h ey lik e to 
read. Excellent environment, clean, 
neat and well lighted. Encour>ag es 
extra reading. Each teacher should 
try to set aside such an area in her 
classroom for this purpose. 
Desirable - NQmbers are made meaning -
ful and not just rote. The abstract 
symbols are a good size. The nwnbers 
shown appear to progress from the 
conct>ete to semi-abstract to the 
abstract. This is an excellent way 
to approach the teaching of arithme-
tic. 
Desirable - However this library looks 
poorly organized and built. The 
shelves are too high for the children 
to reach. 'rhe books appear to ' be on 
the wrong shelves. No supervisor or 
child assistant visible. If there are 
funds available each school should 
have a building library and reading 
room in addition to the room library 
corners. 
Desirable - Children become av.rare of 
other pe ople's needs. Geography, 
history, art, aritlLmetic and other 
subjects can be correlated. Children 
learn to share and to work tog ether 
as a whole school and see the results 
of small sub-groups vJork ing tov.rards 
the same end. 
(continued on the next page) 
Table L~. (continued) 
Slide Title 
Voting for Class Officers 
Art Interpretation of 
the l'lusic Classics 
Dipp ing Bayberry Candles 
Home Ro01~1 Unsupervi sed 
Penmanship Lesson 
Science F ield Trip 
Gr. IV 
15 
Comments 
Desirable - Shows the democratic r.-vay 
of life. Children become aware of 
the import.ance of voting and the 
steps nece ssary to run a complete 
elcctione Children all have a chance 
to participate in the- planni n g and 
work. 
Desirable - Introduc e s t h e apprecia-
tion of g ood music. Allm-Js interpre-
tation of meaning of music. Permits 
creative design. Gives relaxation t o 
those children who might b ecome ner-
vous under the regular classroom 
strain. One period occasionally 
certainly 1-1ould be valuable to the 
child. 
Undesirable - Too many pu p ils stand-
ing around waitin g their turn. This 
does not show the purpose, is it 
correlated with some s ubject? Safety 
fact or involved. Hot wax, electric 
cord across the aisle, newsp ape r s 
near burner and children are not 
being supervised closely. 
Undesirable - Poor seating arrang ement. 
Class has not learned to use its lei-
sure time to the fullest value. Com-
plete lack of organization. Hot-bed 
for discipline problems. 
Undesirable - Evidence of too much 
drill work not connected wi th any 
direct learning s. The children should 
start right off with manuscript not 
the cursive form of handwriting. 
Seating arrangement is unusual. 
Desirable - This is the best way for 
children to become aware of their 
environment, g o out and see for 
(continued on the next page) 
Table 4· (continued) 
Slide Title 
Science Field Trip 
Gr. IV 
Christmas Choral Group 
Poor Seating Arrangement 
Administering Standar-
dized Tests 
Gym Period 
16 
Comments 
themselves . Children learn more by 
seeing, feeling and smelling the 
s p ecimens than they would out of a 
book. This activity needs super-
vision. 
Uncertain - This t ype of activity 
depends on the school and parents. 
The choice of costumes is poor. 
Choral groups are ex cellent but 
should steer clear of any relig ious 
connotations. Is this an all school 
group or just one grade? An all 
school group would be much better if 
the teacher could arrang e for it. 
Undesirable - Sun is shining in the 
pupils' eyes. Teacher is not aware 
of the class. Pupils' f aces sh ow 
signs of disco1nfort and bore d om. 
Teacher apparently using the lecture 
method which is poor fo r this a g e 
level. 
Desirable - Directions are carefully 
being given. Clock is in vi ew of the 
entire class. Di a gnostic tests should 
be g iven throughout the school. Ha -
chine scoring helps the teach er with 
the paper worl{ involved in administer-
ing and interpret i ng tests. 
Undesirable - Children are not dressed 
properly . Boys and girls of this a g e 
group should. have separate gym classes. 
Teacher is not dressed to be teaching 
basketball skills or supervising play. 
Lighting poor. All the children are 
not in the group, some fooling by the 
drin~ing foLmtain. 
(continued on the next page) 
Table 4· (continued) 
Slide Title 
Us e of Audio Visual 
Equipment 
Use of Marionettes in 
Gr . IV 
Home Mechanics Gr. VI 
Pupil Report and Project 
17 
Comments 
Desirable - Children sharing the r e-
sponsibilities of classroom. Pic-
tures properly used are very valuable 
but they must be tied up with subject 
matter. Separate projecti on r ooms 
are sometimes better than tryin g to 
rearrang e the whole classroom . 
Desirable - Opens up an entire new 
world for the children. They can 
vitalize their soc ial studies, litera-
ture, reading and many other subjects 
by dramatization. Children can g ain 
a great deal of self confidence in 
speaking before large groups by be-
ginning with puppets on a stage . 
Children 1 s class work is rnade 
p l easanter with such activities. 
Desirable - Children 1rw rking by them-
selves in small groups. Demonstration 
boards such as this are excellent if 
they aren't t oo technical. Children 
obtain a clear understanding of t h eir 
home environment and find they c an do 
many useful repairs. Excellent to 
correlate science with arithmetic . 
Desirable - Ch ild displayi n g outside 
work. Builds g ood study habits and 
can lead to opening new fields of 
interest . Teacher ' must use caution 
in permit ting o~tside work that it 
does not get too tecllnical for the 
pupil t hus discouraging him from 
further research . Every opportLmity 
there is t o g et the child up on his 
feet should be cap italized on. 
(concluded on the next page) 
Table 4· (concluded) 
Slide Title 
Handcrafts Gr. VI 
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Comments 
Desirable - Children learn to do for 
themselves. They respect tools and 
their proper use. Learn to share 
and coop erate under working condi-
tions. Teaches the children to be 
creative in ideas and resourceful in 
materials. 
CHAPTER III 
SlJlVJNARY 
One hundred fifty teachers and student teachers were 
ask ed if they objected to participating in an experimental 
interview involving the use of kodachrome slides. They were 
unanimously in favor of this technique. This upheld the pre-
vi ous contention that the personal interview was too s t ilted 
and formal. Such remarks as 11 \<Je -v10uld feel more at ease 11 , 
11 I 'd knovl what the superintendent wanted", "It wouldn 1 t be 
necessary to stare at one interv iewer all the time 11 , " It vwul d 
g ive us something concrete to discussn, were forthcomin g from 
the groups questioned. The slide technique was presented to 
thi rty-four applicants seeking positions in elementary educa-
tion. Twenty -four participated individually and the remaining 
ten as a group. Only three in the group of ten had previously 
had me thods in elementary education . The majority of the 
appl icants were Eng lish or psy c h ology majors. When the slides 
were projected on a screen (this method proved most practical 
in large groups) the three a pplicants with previous e lementary 
' training stood out from the othe rs. The applicants' speech , 
p oise, general philosophy, interest in children, and their 
a-v.rareness of individual differences in pupils, could easily 
be check ed by the interviewer without the applicants being 
conscious of t he fact that they were being evaluated . The 
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brenty-four applicants that were interviewed separately were 
presented only those slides that pertained to their teaching 
fields. The technique proved equally selective in the indi-
vidual interview. Harry of the applicants' comments were 
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identical with those found on the response sheets of the stu-
dent teachers. The superior applic ants made comJnents more 
closely related to the comments of the experienced teachers. 
The outstanding individual found in many of the teaching situa-
tions the same problems that the experienced teachers found. 
It can be noted in comparin g the experienced teachers' 
cormnents with those of the inexperienced teachers tb.at the 
teachers with experience registered more uncertainties on the 
inquiry form. The experienced teachers had concrete questions 
concerning the teaching situat ion confronting them. These 
questions had to be answered before they commented on the 
slides. Teaching situations that might be controversial 
polled the greatest ntrraber of questions. 
Possible Horth of the Study 11 The results from one year 
of trial has more than proven its value to the Newton School y 
System .. 11 The possib::i.lities for such an instru_-rnent to be used 
in the selection of personnel are unlimited. The author found 
no references to the slide technique ·in any available litera-
ture. :B1 urther research is needed before any claims can be set 
forth as to the reliability or the validity of this instruJnent. 
HovJever, this study did prove that even in its crude form this 
l/ Charles 0. Richter, Asst. Superintendent of Schools, 
Newton, Massachusetts. 
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technique proved selective and is making the personal interview 
a more pleasant experience for both the interviewer and appli-
cant. It is not beyond the realm of possibility that a check 
list with a descriptive manual using this technique in the 
personal interview could be devised. The entire fields of 
reading , language, science, outdoor education, phy sical edu-
cation, arithmetic, handwriting, guidance and administration 
are fertile areas for developing teaching situations and prob-
lems for slides. This method of personnel selection cou ld be 
con tinu ed through the secondary school and in higher education 
if desired. Possibilities can be seen in other departments of 
the school system involving other personnel such as the custo-
dians and secretaries. The author is now revising the p resent 
s e t of kodachrome slides with the aid of specialists in subject 
matter fields. It is hoped that these teachers, supervisors, 
an d a dministrators will be able to produce teaching situations 
i n the ir s pecialized areas that will later pern1it stan dardiza-
tion. In some instances the activities in the present slides 
1. .rere not perfectly clear. Especially poor was the vJri ting on 
the blackboards and charts. The writing many times holds the 
k ey to the slide. It is reco~nended that when slides prove 
useful t h at they be covered with glass. This will help to 
preserve the slide and make it easier to handle. Further 
research is greatly needed in the field of personnel selection. 
APPENDIX 
~w . Roger F. Holmes 
Director of Training 
Fitchburg Teachers College 
Fitchburg , I"i:assachusetts 
Dear ;Sir: 
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3LJ- Van \-Iart Path 
Newton Centre, Mass. 
October 13, 1950 
In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the 
de gree of Master of Educ a tion ~t Boston University, I am 
endeavoring to develop a project which Hill ultimately prove 
useful to school ad.ministrators in their selection of 
teachers. 
I have taken in the Metropolitan area of Boston, a 
series of odachrome slides of teaching situations '!.vhich can 
be shown to candidates during the personal interview. The 
applicant will be asked to cormnent on the slides, and thereby 
enable the interviewer to check various points such as speech, 
g eneral philosophy and personality. The city of Newton is 
planning to use this interview technique as soon as possible. 
For completion of this project, it is necessary to 
obtain data from experienced teachers and undergraduates of 
teacher training colleges who have completed their actual 
training period. 
If possible, I would like to present these films 
to a group of seniors. I would appreciate it greatly if you 
'!.'I)'Ould make available a double period on a Tuesday or Thursday 
afternoon for this purpose. 
Bnclosed is a stamped self-addressed envelope for 
y ou r convenience. 
Sincerely yours, 
James F. Gray 
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INQUIRY FORH 
PURPOSE: The purpose of this inquiry is to provide info~ma­
tion for the analysi s of teacher reactions to a 
variety of classroom situations as shown to them 
on k odachrome slides. 
PERSONAL DATA: Fill in the follm..ving information carefully. 
Do not sign your name on this form. 
1. Check Nale , Female • 
----- -----
2. Indicate present position 
Student .... ................. ( ) 
Teacher • ...... 4ll •••••••••••• ( ) 
Supervisor ••••••••••••••••• ( ) 
Administrator •••••••••••••• ( ) 
3. Check degree status 
None • .......... il ............. ( ) 
Certificate •••••••••••••••• ( ) 
Bachelor's ••••••••••••••••• ( ) 
1'-iaster's .................... ( ) 
4· Check n~unber years teaching experience 
None ..................... ..... ( ) 
1 - 5 years ................. ( ) 
6 - 10 year s ••••••••••••••• ( ) 
11 - 20 years •••••••••••••• ( ) 
Over 20 years ••••••.••••••• ( ) 
5. Encircle grades now teaching Kdg. 
6. I ndicate major field of s p ecialization 
Undergraduate 
-------------------
Graduate 
-------------------------
1 2 3 4 5 6 
DIRECTIONS: Kodachrome slides of various teaching situations 
vJill be projected on the screen for three (3) 
minutes. You are requested to study each slide 
carefully. If you have questions regarding the 
situation sho't·m, o r if there are elem.ents of the 
p icture you do not understand, Wl"i te your questions 
(continued on the next page) 
on the upper half of the response sheet marked 
QUESTI ONS. 
In the space provide d for C O~lliNTS select one of 
the three classificat i ons listed b elow as y ou 
think the slide pertains to g ood teaching prac -
tices. Print y our choice plainly beside the word 
co.rrrvillNTS. 
1. DESIRABLE if in accordance with g ood teaching 
practices . 
2. \JNDES I RABLE if not in accordance with good 
teaching pract ices. 
J. UNCERTAIN if you are not able to judge t he 
situation. 
Below your classification of the sl i de, (1) po i nt 
out the desirable and undesirable qu alities of the 
t each ing situation. (2) Comment as to hovl y ou might 
i mprove the situation . 
You are to stop writing yo~~ 
next slide appears on the screen. 
allotted to observe the slide and 
is three (3) minutes. 
comments when the 
The entire time 
t o write the corunents 
(concluded on the next page) 
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SLI DE NUNBER 1 (Each slide had a separate page ) 
Qu""ES 'riONS : 
COivi'lliNTS: 
Directions for Slide Sixteen 
Science Field Trip Grade IV 
1. Outdoor kodachrome film. 
2. Settings, speed, l/50 at f 8. 5. 
J. Small group examining pond life. 
4· Spec i men jars in children's hands. 
5. Teacher not to be visible in this . scene . 
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6. Several students stragg ling along the bank of the stream. 
7. Subjects equa lly divided - boys a1d girls. 
8. Inform children as a group what the picture is to depict. 
'!16!1 'n.ud ·s"tafvap 'JfDPO./'f mot' /D 1.1 us ·sam;vaj 
Sll Jo uoz;vuv7cfxa pa7.11JPP v puv sasn i'uvw s"tamn11 3JqV_L 
ap.1JSDPO.lf 3lfl fo maf v pwj lllm not' 13p7o[ Stlf/ JplSliJ 
CARRYING CASE for the Koda-
slide Table ·Viewer divides into 
two parts so tha't the Viewer may 
be used with,out removal from the 
case. Covered with leatherlike Ko-
dadur material, beautifully lined, 
equipped with double handles and 
brass hardware, the case is as 
handsome as it is practical. A 
sliding base built into the case 
permits moving the Viewer for-
ward when in use. Compartments 
are provided for a spare lamp and 
Kodaslide File Boxes. $27.50. 
COLOR SLIDES for use in the Kodaslide 
Table Viewer are inexpensive and easy to 
obtain. A good miniature camera and 
Kodachrome Film make the pictures. The 
film is then sent to Kodak for processing. 
Thereafter it is returned to you in the form 
of individual transparencies, each of them 
in a cardboard mount, giving you 2 x 2-
inch slides ready for projection in the 
Viewer 
The cost of slides is very reasonable-
about 20 cents for each original picture. 
Your dealer can order single duplicates 
for you- also at 20 cents each. Duplicates 
in quantities of 100 or more, ordered at 
one time from a single original, cost 15 
cents each. 
.\3-227 
All prices subJect to change without notice. 
''KODAK" IS A TRADE-MARK 
Eastman Kodak Stores, Inc. 
22 Franklin Street and Statler Bldg. 
BOSTON, MASS. 
5-49 ® 
A. new tool 
for sales and 
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KODASLIDE 
KODASLIDE TABLE VIEWER ... 
BUSINESS, science, education, industry, will all utilize the 
Kodaslide Table Viewer in innumerable ways. Only a few of its uses 
can be ~entitmed here to give some inkling of its broad adaptability 
SALES REPRESENTATIVES for such diversified merchandise as furniture, wearing 
apparel, hardware, .home furnishings, office and industrial equipment will find it 
enables them to show products they have never been 
able to present and, in other cases, to eliminate a big por-
tion of the samples they have carried. In many fields, 
notably in build ing materials and heavy equipment, the 
Viewer will give them an opportunity to show products 
heretofore inadequately presented because of their 
sheer bulk. and _weight. 
SALES OFFICES· and display rooms will employ the 
Viewer effectively Here, the salesman, with packaged 
groups cif slides, can show the customer the features of a 
product and the variety of sizes and models. The Viewer 
holds the customer's attention and permits the salesman 
to preserit the---;,u!Jject completely Travel agencies will 
find in it c(n ideal method to sell their services. Real 
estate offices can take their clients on a preliminary tour 
of availa!Jle · p_rop~rties without leaving the office. 
RET AIL STORES of all sorts will use the Viewer for sales and demonstrations. In 
D 
selling wallpaper draperies, paints, floorings, furniture, 
the products can be shown in detail and also pictured as 
they would appear in the home. Specialty stores will 
find it a persuasive sales tool. The florist, for instance, 
will be able to show examples of his flower arrangements . 
OPTICAL SYSTEM is radically new- entirely different- consisting of 
Lens -(under the metal plate shown below)- Kodak Projection Ektanon 
Lens, Lumenized, SOmm., J /3.5 . Unit focusing. 
Lamp-75 -watt, 115-volt, rated for 50 hours, backed by a spherical re-
flector A heat-absorbing glass protects transparencies. 
Two condensers-one spherical lens and one aspherical lens- Lumenized. 
The latter lens is seldom used in other than precision laboratory equip-
ment. Condensers reduce aberrations- give 
uniform light distribution over the entire 
picture area. 
Three projection mirrors-front-surfaced 
aluminized, coated with silicon salt for 
abrasion protection-carry the light 
through a circular path to the 
back of the Kodak Day-View 
Screen-loss of light and stray 
light have been minimized. 
features 
of t~e 
Ko~asli~e 
Ta~le 
Viewer 
E HOUSING consists of a 
body of die-cast aluminum, 
attractively finished in buff and 
brown. It measures 9% inches wide, 12 
inches deep, and 12Y2 inches high. Weight 
(complete viewer), 11 pounds, 1 ounce. 
ADVERTISING, ENGRAVING, AND PUBLISHING FIRMS 
who use 35mm. or Bantan1 transparencies for repro-
duction will enjoy the Viewer as the easiest, quickest 
means of picture selection, comparison, and evaluation. 
BUSINESS AND INDUSTRIAL TRAINING constitutes one 
of the most valuable applications of the Viewer A well-
chosen series of slides will convey the message quickly 
and effectively to individuals or small groups of em-
ployees. The story may be one of products, methods, 
organization, or indoctrination- whatever the subject, 
pictures in color can present it memorably 
OTHER BUSINESS USES of the Viewer parallel its professional and scientific appli-
cations. The businessman, like the scientist, will enjoy the ease it brings to a review 
of his work. The executive will use the Viewer much 
as the doctor does, for consultations and for visual rec-
ords. \1\i'herever slide lectures are employed, the business-
man will utilize the Viewer as an editing aid in the 
identical way that it serves the educator or lecturer And 
schools, colleges, and summer camps alike will employ 
the Viewer to visualize their facilities and surroundings. 
These and many other applzcatwns of the Kodaslzde Table Viewer 
are the results of skillful engmeerzng and paznstakzng deszgn poznted to gn·e 
zmages of top qualzty wzth the greatest operatzng convenzence. 
F 
G 
H 
Look i11sitlf' thv T11ble l~if'rrer 
SCREEN AND FIELD LENS are both entirely new The screen is a 
glistening black glass, rear-surfaced by millions of tiny plastic 
spheres, each acting as a collecting lens that projects its light 
through a pinhole in the surfacing. (See diagram below.) This 
Kodak Day-View Screen gives a clear crisp image in normal 
room lighting. The new Kodak Ektalite Field Lens, located 
behind the screen, doubles normal brilliance and gives even 
illumination. The over-all screen size is 7 Y:z x 7 Y2 inches. Image 
size for 35mm. transparencies-4 )l.i. x 6 ;4 inches; for Bantam 
transparencies- 5 )l.i. x 7 ;4 inches. 
HANDLE provides comfortable, 
convenient grip for moving or 
carrying the viewer 
COOLING is accomplished by 
convection . Air enters through 
perforations in the lamp cham-
ber- passes around the lamp 
tube and into a chimney The 
warm air rises and escapes 
through louvers placed near the 
top of the case. 
Enlargement af 
tiny portion of 
Kodak Day-
View Screen 
1 SLIDE CHANGER, plunger type, accepts cardboard slides, 
single or double glass slides bound in Kodaslide Binding 
Tape. In a single loading the changer takes approximately 
7 5 cardboard slides or 30 double glass slides. 
J FOCUSING LEVER quickly responds to the touch of a finger 
making the slight adjustment necessary when slides of differ-
ent thicknesses are projected. 
BASE of the viewer (shown below at left) provides a well 
with two posts around which the 8-foot cord may be wound 
to take up the slack . The panel beside the well offers easy 
access to the lamp (as shown in the illustration at right) The 
Kodaslide Table Viewer can be used on either AC or DC 
circuits of 100 to 125 volts. 
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